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Great news 
Four people were baptized on Sunday, and we would like to share a little about each 

person Stephano, Marian, Violet, and our son Tino. 
 
Stephano is Najeeb's nephew. He heard the gospel since he was a child, not only 

because they are our neighbors, but Najeeb talks to his family about Jesus all the time, 
encouraging them to repent and turn to God. We thank God that this year, Stephano finally 
did make that step. Previously, he had been avoiding Najeeb because he knew he'd get 
preached at, although the seeds that had been sown over the years had taken root and were 
growing. This year he accepted the Lord Jesus into his life. He graduated from high school 
two years ago, along with his girlfriend who he liked through school. They became a couple 
after they graduated. Her name was Marian. 

 
After he came to faith, Stephano talked with Marian about Jesus all the time, and how 

he wanted to live his life as a believer, but she was against his faith. She was from a Catholic 
background, and often her culture did not look favorably on believers. 

He wanted to join the border police, and didn't want to join the border police without 
giving his live to Jesus or without getting baptized, so he took the step of accepting Jesus and 
getting baptized as part of his preparation for the army. He told Marian that this was the 
direction of his life, and repeatedly invited her to church services, but she just as frequently 
refused. She said that born again people were liars and thieves and that she didn't want to 
be one of them. 

 Stephano was praying for her, and we joined him, until one day, success! She came to a 
meeting, where she heard about God's love, and that she could have a personal relationship 
with Jesus. Since that meeting, Marian was thirsty to hear more and more about Jesus. She 
already knew some things about Jesus, but this opportunity to have a relationship with him 
in a personal way was new to her – it was especially meaningful to her as she came from a 
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broken family. Her father left when 
she was just ten – he not only left 
the family, but he even left the 
country and also left them in a lot 
of debt. As a result, her mother 
became deeply depressed and has 
hardly communicated with her 
children since then. Marian has had 
to survive on her own, and started 
working aged 15, just to support 
herself. She has two older siblings 
but they left the family home years 
ago, to follow their own lives. They 
have in many senses left the broken 
family left behind and don't provide any help or support. They have left Marian alone to deal 
with their mother, who has grown very bitter, and continues to live in the past, never having 
really recovered from what happened. 

 
Ironically, since Marian started 

to come to the meetings, she has 
become a big encouragement to 
Stephano's faith – they don't miss 
any meetings and continually 
support each other in their walks 
with God. She's so happy and 
grateful for God that she has found 
a warm family to belong to, and 
enjoys being part of it. As you see 
in the picture they were baptized 
together, arm-in-arm as a couple. 

Najeeb witnessed at her 
baptism that her shared the gospel 
with her parents thirteen years ago 

and they refused to hear and almost threw him out of the house but the fruit we can see 
now in Marian. 

Stephano left his job because he wants to join the border Police.  He went with Najeeb 
to the first meeting with one of the officers to talk about his application. The first question 
they asked him was, "Why do you want to enter the border police?" Najeeb answered with 
the powerful truth, "Because he loves the God of Israel".  

Please pray for this young couple as they grow in their faith together, and set out on the 
adventure of following God's plan for their lives. 

 
V .  Story is a tragic one. She also comes from very a difficult background. She's married 

to a man who violently abuses her, and insists that she goes out to make the money and 
bring it back to him. She is terrified of him, and so she does as he asks. Several times, she ran 
away from husband to women's shelter, but would always return for sake of her daughters. 
They have five girls who are all married now, and two boys, but in many respects, they 
raised their children in the wrong way. Their eldest son is constantly fighting with his father 
– he was raised with force, and violence characterizes their relationship. They had to escape 
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from their village in the 
end, as their son was 
trying to literally kill his 
father, and so they came 
to find somewhere to rent 
in Haifa. 

 
Initially, they were 

Christian in word only, but 
V.  found faith in Jesus in 
their village eight years 
ago. When they moved to 
Haifa she looked for a 
congregation to join. She 
found us, and has been 
coming along to our 
services ever since. Now, 
eight years after accepting 
Jesus, she finally took the step of getting baptized and declaring her faith publicly. It is 
wonderful that she knows Jesus and is part of God's family, but her life is still very hard. They 
are lacking food and basic necessities, and in many respects she is hardly living. She needs a 
lot of direction – her husband is a very arrogant, harsh, and judgmental man, and her life is 
not suddenly easy, so please pray for us as we support her and her walk with her savior. 

 
 
And lastly, Tino, our son, also got baptized. He has been saved from death by God not 

once by twice, in truly miraculous ways. The first time, we were crossing a very busy main 
road when Tino was just three. Najeeb crossed over as Elizabeth got ready to cross with the 
children. Before she knew it, Elizabeth realized that Tino had followed his father and was 
half way across the road! People started shouting, and Elizabeth could not understand how 
he had become free from her hands. Then, Najeeb saw that something mysterious had 
covered Tino, and brought him to exactly where Najeeb was standing.  

The second time was in 1999 when terrorists came to detonate a huge bomb in the 
central bus station, which at the time was just 400 meters from where we live. However, the 
terrorists must have made some kind of mistake, and the bomb exploded early, killing only 

themselves. Even though there 
was 15 kilograms of explosives, 
nobody else was hurt. When 
Israeli security came they were 
astonished, and told Najeeb that 
there is no way anyone nearby 
should have survived at all. They 
said it was a miracle. 15 
kilograms is such a large amount 
of explosives that it should have 
killed many, many people. The 
remains of the terrorists were 
strewn across the house and the 
whole area, and horrifically, the 
head of one of the terrorists 
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actually landed between Tino's 
legs. The trauma seriously 
affected him for many years, 
and he had to receive 
psychological help as even the 
sound of thunder triggered 
great terror in him as a young 
teenager. 

Tino saw our faith, and 
knew about the Lord Jesus from 
us, and came to services with us 
since he was a child. He has 
always had a great love for 
Jesus, as he knew that the only 
one who saved him from these 
experiences of death. He was a 
believer, but took the serious step of baptism on Sunday. We cried a lot on that day, it was a 
day of great rejoicing for us. Join us in praising God for this wonderful day! 

 
Greetings in the name of Yeshua the messiah  
Immanuel church bookshop Haifa  
Pastor Najeeb & Elizabeth Atteih  
 
 
 
 
 


